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English Phonology



} Phonetics - atheory about speech sounds,
describing the sounds that we use In
speaking

1 Phonology - explains how phonemes
function in language, the relationships
among different phonemes




The course will focus on

1 English sounds
} Intonation and rhythm
1 Transcription




; Phoneme - a unit within a set of units as the
basis of our speech. If we put one of these
units in the place of one of the others, we can
change the meaning of the word

 Allophone 0 different realisations of one and
the same unit




Organs of speech

Nasal cavity

\ Hard palate

ia

Velum
Orsl cavity

Lips
Teeth
Alvaolar ridge

»
Larynx —__.._...%
\ 9 L Vocal cords




Classification of Speech Sounds

v Vowels
1 Consonants

.



General Articulatory Characters

1 Relatively low position of the tongue
. More retracted articulation

} Relative absence of lip - rounding and
protrusion

} LaXNess




Vowels

1 Monophthongs

1 Diphthongs

1 12 monophthongs: 7 short: Qe , P, DA
and5long: 1 : , wu , C

7 diphthongs: 5closing: e &, ad@ OO,
} and 2 (3) centring: eb, b, (o) &




Intonation

1 Stress

1 Rise

v Fall

1 Rise- fall
1+ Fall- rise

.



Rhythm

1 Tone unit

} Prominent syllable

1 Tonic syllable

} Tone unit border mark //

v | hurried across and turned around the corner
and started to walk

v | hurrried across// and turned around the
corner// and startedtow  alk




Diagram of Cardinal Vowels

FRONT CENTRAL  BACK

\®: | |
CLOSE o
MID-OPEN \ \
OPEN \ \

.




Spelling

I

All Tee: heel, sleep, keen

Mosti ea: steal, meat, read
-e: be, me

Less common:=i : machine, police
-le : field, piece
-el : receive
-ey : key




Spelling

Common: -1 : if, film, his
-e :verb endings and plurals: started, dances
Exceptions:
-0 . women
-U : busy
-a : village




Limerick

There was an Old Man of the East,
Who gave all his children a feast;

But they all ate so much,

And their conduct was such,
That it killed that Old Man of the East




/e/ and /e /

FRONT CENTRAL  BACK

®;: |
CLOSE o

MID-OPEN

OPEN \fﬁ'

-

.



Spelling /e/

1 Common:

} -e end, bed, letter

} - ea dead, health, deaf, jealous
1 Less common:

} -a any, ate, Thames, Pall Mall
} -al sald, against

} -ay says

1 -el leisure, heifer, L eicester
} -eo leopard, jeopardy

oury

- U




Spelling /a/

1 Common

} -a add, apple, rat,
} Less common:

1 -al plaid, plait

1 -al salmon




/IN/ and /a: /

FRONT CENTRAL BACK

.|
oT
CLOSE
MID-OPEN &

| A® | |
_OPEN | |
i %
| ’ e




Spelling /A/

1 Common:

} - U up, begun, luck, republic, frustrate,

1 Less common:

} -0 onion, come, among, ton, won

} -0u enough, double, touch, southern
} -ee threepence

} - 0€e does

} - 00 blood, flood

} - WO twopence




Spelling /a:/

1 Common:

} - ar art, park, star, argue, departure

} - a after, staff, father, class, gasp, answer

1 Less common:

1 -al calf, half, calve, halve, salve, calm, palm
} -ah Brahmin

} are are

} -au aunt, laugh, draught

} - ear heart, hearth

- er clerk, sergeant, Derby, Berkeley

K\

A\ \ \
W\ A\
N\ AN\

A\ DR




/p/ and /2:/

FRONT CENTRAL BACK
CLOSE

MID-OPEN

OPEN

.



